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(1)

U.S. POPULATION AND IMMIGRATION

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2001

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION AND CLAIMS,

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC.

The Subcommittee met, pursuant to call, at 10 a.m., in Room
2237, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. George W. Gekas
[Chairman of the Subcommittee] presiding.

Mr. GEKAS. The hour of 10 o’clock having arrived, this special
hearing of the Immigration and Naturalization Subcommittee will
come to order. We note the presence of a hearing quorum with the
attendance of the gentleman from Texas, Mr. Smith, and the Chair.
In the past, we are fond of saying that we try valiantly to have the
gavel fall precisely on time, and hope against hope that a quorum
should appear in time to hear the testimony.

Today’s testimony is mostly about numbers. I have never been a
good student of numbers or an expert at it, but some of these num-
bers should be very important in the daily reckoning of every
American citizen as to the future of each family and to the future
of the Nation. We are talking about the number of immigrants that
are now extant in the land where the latest count seems to be
about 28 million.

That, ladies and gentlemen, constitutes 10 percent of the entire
population of the Nation, more or less. And it denotes that since
1990, there has been a vaulting of expectations on the part of the
numbers of immigrants and it has brought about the attendant
problems that we in this Committee and in the Congress generally
and in the populace of the Nation readily perceive.

What we are going to do today is to listen to what I anticipate
is to be very valid and very poignant testimony on the numbers,
the problems that they cause, what we can do about the numbers
and what we can expect, pro and con, from the rising numbers
about which we speak. And the policy yet to be fully formulated for
immigration in the next decade and more, that is left for us yet to
mold, but we are going to do it and the testimony that we are going
to hear today, I venture to say, would be important in every delib-
eration we undertake between now and the actual passage of legis-
lation dealing with a long-term immigration policy.

So, with that, I yield back the balance of my own time and I
would yield to the gentleman from Texas for an opening statement.

Mr. SMITH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a very brief open-
ing statement. And first I want to thank you for having a hearing
on such an important subject. I would also like to thank the wit-
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nesses for their testimony today which I have had a chance to read
in the last 24 hours and, on the way, to making a couple of points
that they made that I think are so important.

I do want to apologize to you, Mr. Chairman, because I regret
that I am going to have to leave, I am afraid, before we get to the
questioning period. I have a mandatory meeting of the bankruptcy
conferees at 10:30 that has been called by the Chairman of the full
Committee and we don’t want to keep him waiting.

Mr. GEKAS. Now that you mention that, I say to the gentleman,
I too am a Member of that conference. I have already indicated
that I will not be able to attend the 10:30 preliminary meeting, but
I ask you now to convey my apologies.

Mr. SMITH. I will try to represent you well, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. GEKAS. And you will have my proxy, whether it is legal or

not, to act for me.
Mr. SMITH. I thank you for that. But that is why I won’t be able

to stay perhaps beyond 10:30. I do want to say to the witnesses
today that you are testifying, I think, on one the most important
subjects that we will hear about during the course of the year.

And just to mention some points that caught my eye that I hope
you will explore further in your testimony that I think are so im-
portant is basically the incredible impact of immigration on Amer-
ica today, or, rather, our immigration policy in America today. As
far as the numbers go, we know that in this decade we will see
more immigrants coming to America legally, I think, than in any
other decade in American history. But the difference between this
decade and decades, say, in the early 1900’s is that there is no fore-
seeable diminution of immigrant levels; whereas in the 1920’s, for
example, the immigrant levels there were followed by pretty much
of a hiatus of 30 or 40 years.

The second point that I thought was so important is that one
third of our immigrants today do not have a high school education,
and what is the implication of that for an America that prides itself
on skilled and educated jobs, and what is the impact of that on un-
skilled workers in America?

Another point I think that was so important was that, as I recall,
over half of our future population growth in America is going to be
directly attributable to immigration and what are the consequences
and impact of that, both on American workers and on the environ-
ment.

And, finally, I thought one of our panelists made an interesting
point that immigration, as some would argue, is not a panacea for
the problems that Social Security faces in the coming years as well.

But, Mr. Chairman, there are just a lot of very interesting points
that I think our witnesses make. And while I may not be here for
the question period, I do look forward to hearing from them as you
do.

Thank you and yield back.
Mr. GEKAS. Yes. We thank the gentleman. I wanted to add for

the world to hear, that we consider ourselves lucky to have the
gentleman from Texas as part of the Committee because he is the
predecessor to the Chair in this important Committee, and brings
with him to this Committee the reservoir of accomplishment over
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the last 6 years which he has been able to hone. And on top of that,
he comes from Texas.

The President of the United States today in the Republican Con-
ference, made a statement that shows the pervasive effect of Texas
on our civilization. He said, I am so glad to have Dick Cheney as
my Vice Presidential first candidate, co-partner in the campaign,
and now Vice President. He said, it is a credit to our respective
States, Texas and Texas.

So now we have Texas again on this Committee and we are
happy that that is the case. We will proceed with the introduction
of the witnesses for today:

Dr. John Long, the Chief of the Population Division of the U.S.
Census Bureau. He directs the Census Bureau’s activities in popu-
lation estimates and projection of demographic analysis for the
U.S., as well as its international demographic program. Dr. Long
received his Ph.D from the University of North Carolina. His cur-
rent professional interests include the relationship between popu-
lation and the environment and studies of population migration
and immigration.

Joining him is Dr. Jeffrey Passel, Principal Research Associate in
the Population Studies Center of the Urban Institute. Prior to join-
ing the Urban Institute in 1989, Dr. Passel directed the Census
Bureau’s program of population estimates and projections. He has
consulted with the Census Monitoring Board in the use of demo-
graphic analysis in evaluating Census 2000. Dr. Passel is a mem-
ber of the Population Association of America and the American Sta-
tistical Association.

With these witnesses is the third, Dr. Steven Camarota, Director
of Research at the Center for Immigration Studies in Washington,
D.C. He has a Ph.D. From the University of Virginia in public pol-
icy analysis and a master’s degree in political science from the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. He has been widely published on the polit-
ical and economic effects of immigration in the United States.

Dr. William Elder joins them. He is Chairman of the Sierrans for
U.S. Population Stabilization. The acronym is SUSPS. That is it.
That is the toughest one I have had to pronounce since I have been
Chairman. A faction of the Sierra club. Mr. Elder has studied popu-
lation sprawl, growth management in the environment for 10
years. He has been a member of the Sierra Club since 1994. He is
also the founder and managing director of Alternatives for Growth
Washington, a start-up nonprofit organization which seeks to leave
a better and sustainable quality of life to succeeding generations of
Washingtonians. Mr. Elder has also worked in the health care in-
dustry for 30 years.

The bells have summoned us to the floor for a vote. And I am
pondering, even as I speak here, as to whether we should even
start with the testimony until we return. I think it is the wiser
step to recess now for the purposes of this vote and ask you to be
patient, along with us, to eventually reclaim our time here at the
witness table. So with that, I declare a recess for 15 minutes.

[Recess.]
Mr. GEKAS. The time of the recess having expired, the Committee

will come to order. The introductions that we have made also indi-
cate the order in which we will hear the witnesses, starting with
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Dr. Long. We say at the outset that, with unanimous consent, with-
out objection, the written statements of each of the witnesses will
be automatically accepted for the record and we will ask each wit-
ness to try to summarize the written testimony within a period of
5 minutes. We will give some leeway, perhaps 30, 40 seconds, who
knows? But that is the parameter with which we want to proceed.

So, we will start with Dr. Long.

STATEMENT OF DR. JOHN F. LONG, CHIEF OF THE POPU-
LATION DIVISION, U.S. CENSUS BUREAU, DEPARTMENT OF
COMMERCE

Mr. LONG. Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee, I want
to begin by thanking you for the opportunity to speak to you today
about the population of the United States as determined by Census
2000 and about the role of international migration in the growth
of the Nation’s population. In Census 2000 we counted 281 million
people. The estimated growth if the population between 1980—ex-
cuse me, between 1990 and 2000 was 33 million. And that was the
largest numeric increase between any two censuses in our country.
It represents a 13.2 percent growth in the population during the
1990’s and was larger than the 9.8 percent growth in the 1980’s.

The growth in the population during the decade is the result of
natural increase—that, is the difference between births and
deaths—and the net change due to international migration. This
change due to international migration actually includes a large
number of types of migration. Some of those are legal permanent
immigration, temporary migration, out migration from the United
States, unauthorized migration, migration of civilian citizens, and
migration to and from Puerto Rico.

In addition, some the estimated change between censuses may
reflect improvements in census coverage. Between 1990 and 2000,
natural increase accounted for more than half the growth in the
size of our population. Although we don’t yet have migration re-
lated data from Census 2000 to quantify exactly the contribution
of international migration to population growth, we estimate that
it accounted for about 12 million people during the decade. That is
more than a third of total change since 1990. This estimate is
based upon the apparent improvement in census coverage and data
from other sources suggesting an increase in the size of the foreign-
born population.

While waiting for this full set of data from Census 2000, we have
been able to analyze the March 2000 Current Population Survey
and controlled it to population totals that came out of Census 2000.
And from those results we can estimate a foreign-born population
of the United States of about 30 million, almost 11 percent of the
U.S. population. The foreign-born population as measured by the
1990 census back in 1990 was around 20 million, which was about
8 percent of population.

Just to give a little historical perspective, the lowest percentage
foreign born that we have ever had in the country was about 5 per-
cent in 1970, and the highest we ever measured in the census was
about 15 percent in 1890.

Estimates of change to the foreign-born population between two
censuses are affected by several factors in addition to international
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migration, including deaths of some foreign-born individuals living
in the United States, and improvements in census coverage.

The estimates we have given you today are subject to revision as
we continue our research. We are examining the contribution of
international migration to population growth during the last dec-
ade by looking at several different data sets. The results of other
data sets will become available in time, including the Census 2000
Supplementary Survey which actually will be available next week.
We will continue to evaluate those for further information about
the foreign-born population.

Mr. Chairman, I look forward to additional discussions with you
when those data become available and when the Census 2000 data
themselves are finally completely released. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Dr. Long follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF JOHN F. LONG

Mr. Chairman, Ms. Jackson Lee, and Members of the Committee:
I want to begin by thanking you for the opportunity to speak with you today about

the population of the United States as determined by Census 2000, and the role of
international migration in the growth in the Nation’s population.

EARLY RESULTS FROM CENSUS 2000

In Census 2000, we counted 281.4 million people in the United States. This
growth of 32.7 million people during the decade represented a 13.2 percent increase
from the 248.7 million people counted during the 1990 Census. The estimated
growth in the population between the 1990 and 2000 censuses was the largest nu-
meric increase between any two censuses in our history, and the 13.2 percent
growth was much larger than the 9.8 percent growth (an increase of 22.0 million
people) between the 1980 and 1990 Censuses.

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION

The Census Bureau’s estimate of growth in the population during the decade is
the result of natural increase (the difference between births and deaths that occur
during the time period), and the net change due to international migration. In addi-
tion, some of the estimated growth in the population may reflect improvement in
census coverage. The change due to international migration includes all types of mi-
gration, such as, legal immigration, temporary migration, emigration, unauthorized
migration, migration of civilian citizens, and migration from Puerto Rico.

Between the 1990 Census and Census 2000, natural increase accounted for more
than half of the growth to the size of the population. Although we do not yet have
migration-related data from Census 2000 to quantify the contribution of inter-
national migration to population growth exactly, we estimate international migra-
tion accounted for most of the remaining growth in the population. Our current as-
sumption of net international migration is about 12 million people during the dec-
ade. This assumption is based on the apparent improvement in census coverage of
the total population, and data from other sources suggesting an increase in size of
the foreign born population.

ALTERNATIVE DATA SOURCES

Ultimately, we will re-evaluate our assumptions about international migration
during the 1990s on the basis of migration-related data from the Census 2000 long
form. Prior to the tabulation and release of these data from the long form, we are
using other data sets as proxies, for evaluating the size of the foreign-born popu-
lation. We will use three alternative data sets: the March 2000 Current Population
Survey, controlled to reflect the Census 2000 results on age, sex, race, and Hispanic
origin; the Census 2000 Supplemental Survey; and preliminary results for nativity
data from Census 2000 (citizenship, place of birth, and year of entry).

We intend to use these data sets before the Census 2000 long-form data are ready
to release, to evaluate our current assumptions about the principal components of
net international migration to the United States, and to evaluate any changes in
the quality of data about the foreign-born population between the 1990 Census and
Census 2000. Differences between the results from these data sets and the 1990
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Census will help explain some of the differences between the results from Census
2000 and our expected population levels.

While waiting for the Census 2000 data on the foreign-born population which will
become available later this year, we have been able to analyze one of the other data
sets, the March 2000 Current Population Survey controlled to population totals from
Census 2000. From these results of the Current Population Survey, we estimate a
foreign-born population in 2000 of about 30 million (or 10.9% of the total popu-
lation). The foreign-born population, as measured by the 1990 Census, was nearly
20 million (or 7.9% of the total population). For historical perspective, the lowest
percent foreign born was 4.7 percent in 1970, and the highest was 14.8 percent in
1890.

The 10 million increase in the foreign-born population should not be misinter-
preted as the international migration that occurred from 1990 to 2000, which we
stated previously was about 12 million. Estimates of change to the foreign-born pop-
ulation between the two censuses were affected by several factors in addition to
international migration, including deaths of some foreign-born individuals living in
the United States between 1990 and 2000, and improvement in census coverage.

These estimates are subject to revision as we continue our research examining the
contribution of international migration to population growth during the last decade.
As results from other surveys become available (for example, data from the Census
2000 Supplemental Survey will be released later this month), we will evaluate them
for additional information about the foreign- born population in the United States.
During the coming year, we will also be re-estimating the population growth of the
United States during the last decade and calculating the component of that growth
that is due to international migration.

Mr. Chairman, I look forward to additional discussions with you, and other Mem-
bers of the subcommittee, on this topic once additional data from Census 2000 are
available.

Mr. GEKAS. Yes. We thank you Dr. Long. We will turn to your
companion at the witness table, Dr. Passel.

STATEMENT OF JEFFREY S. PASSEL, PRINCIPAL RESEARCH
ASSOCIATE, POPULATION STUDIES CENTER, THE URBAN IN-
STITUTE

Mr. PASSEL. Mr. Chairman, I too would like to thank you and the
Committee and particularly Congresswoman Jackson-Lee for invit-
ing me to testify today. As you introduced me, my name is Jeff Pas-
sel. I am a demographer at the Urban Institute and its Immigra-
tion Studies Program. I have been doing research on immigration
and its impacts for more than two decades, beginning when I
worked at the Census Bureau.

I would like in my remarks today to emphasize three points:
first, the scale and pace of today’s immigration in historical con-
text; the current pace of immigrant integration and the need to as-
sess the proper role of immigrant policy—that is, what policies and
programs we have for immigrants after they are here; and the need
to deal properly with legal status in research and policy.

As Dr. Long said, the evidence is that there are more than 30
million immigrants residing in the United States today, comprising
about 11 percent the population. Clearly, these numbers are large,
relative to the total population. However, the percentage foreign
born is lower than historical levels. From roughly 1870 through
1920, 13 to 15 percent of the U.S. population was foreign born. We
have experienced very rapid growth in the last 30 years, which
puts today in a different context.

The successful integration of new immigrants into American soci-
ety in the past has led to enormous advances both for the immi-
grants and for the entire country. There is every indication, I be-
lieve, that today’s immigrants and their children, just as previous
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waves of immigrants, are adapting to life in the United States. Two
key trends have emerged in the 1990’s that I think will require
continued attention in the policy arena. First is the dispersal of im-
migrants to nontraditional settlement areas around the country;
and second, the large and increasing flows, particularly of unau-
thorized immigrants.

While the largest numbers of immigrants live in California, New
York, Texas, and Florida, the immigrant populations that grew the
fastest during the last decade can be found in such nontraditional
immigration states as Idaho, Arkansas, North Carolina, Nevada
and Kentucky. These areas and many others around the country
have not had much experience with immigrants and may not have
the resources necessary to aid in the integration and settlement
process. For example, schools in these areas may not be able to find
enough bilingual teachers to cope with the immigrant populations.
Additional resources such as EIEP funds can help in this process.

The second point is that we are continuing to experience large
inflows of new immigrants. There is some uncertainty about the
numbers, but 11 to 14 million new immigrants came to the country
in the 1990’s. While these flows are largely legal, the undocu-
mented population has reached unprecedented levels. My own esti-
mates, based on the limited data currently available, suggest that
there may be 8 to 9 million unauthorized aliens living in the coun-
try, accounting for almost 30 percent of the immigrant population,
as the chart over there shows.

Since many undocumented immigrants eventually become legal
residents and many have children who are U.S. citizens, we must
guard against implementing policies that impede the eventual inte-
gration of persons who live in these households into American soci-
ety.

Finally, while there is an ever-increasing amount of data on im-
migrants available, it is easy to reach erroneous policy conclusions
if legal status of the immigrants is not properly taken into account.
For example, our own research at the Urban Institute has found
that incomes of legal immigrants and refugees increase the longer
they are in the country, but we don’t find the same pattern for the
undocumented population.

If we ignore legal status, we can get a misleading picture of—just
to name two specific areas—economic progress of immigrants and
benefits use by immigrants. The antidote to this is continued im-
provements in data, in collection methods, and in measurement
techniques. The Census Bureau is beginning some efforts in this
area, but I think it requires investment of additional time and
money on the part of a number of different organizations and agen-
cies.

Throughout our history, immigrants have made remarkable con-
tributions to American society. While today’s immigrants are fol-
lowing similar paths, we need to ensure that government policies
and programs aid the immigrants and, in doing so, aid society as
a whole, rather than unnecessarily impeding their progress.

In closing, I would like to strongly endorse the sentiment ex-
pressed by President Bush last month on his visit to Ellis Island.
He said, ‘‘Immigration is not a problem to be solved; it is a sign
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of a confident and successful Nation.’’ And I would add to that, we
need to continue to deal with immigration in this spirit.

Thank you very much.
[The prepared statement of Dr. Passel follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF JEFFREY S. PASSEL
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Mr. GEKAS. We thank you and we turn to the next witness,
Mr.—or Dr. Camarota, my fellow Pennsylvanian.

STATEMENT OF DR. STEVEN A. CAMAROTA, DIRECTOR OF
RESEARCH, CENTER FOR IMMIGRATION STUDIES

Mr. CAMAROTA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like to thank
yourself and the rest of the Committee for offering me the oppor-
tunity to testify at this hearing on immigrations impact on popu-
lation and population growth in the United States. My name is Ste-
ven Camarota and I am Director of Research at the Center for Im-
migration Studies, a nonprofit, nonpartisan research organization
here in Washington.

Well, as I am sure you know, when the results of the 2000 cen-
sus were released in January of this year, many people at the Cen-
sus Bureau and elsewhere were somewhat surprised to learn that
the U.S. population grew by 32.7 million. As we have already
heard, that is the largest single-decade increase in U.S. history. In
fact, since just 1980, the United States has added the equivalent
of the entire population of France, 55 million people to our popu-
lation.

The United States is almost the only advanced industrial country
with rapid population growth. What accounts for this extraordinary
increase? Analysis of the latest data indicates that it is immigra-
tion policy. It has become what might be termed the determinant
factor in U.S. population growth. Now, I say immigration policy
rather than just immigration, because in the discussions that fol-
low, it is important to keep in mind that the level of immigration,
and thus its impact on population growth over the last decade and
into the future, reflect policies and choices made by the Federal
Government in terms of concerning who may come in and also the
level of resources devoted to controlling illegal immigration. So it
is a policy.

Looking at the 1990’s as a useful starting point for thinking
about immigration’s impact on U.S. population growth, when the
full results of the census are in, it seems very likely that they will
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show a total immigrant population of 30 or 31 million. The figures
include both legal and illegal immigrants. The census asks immi-
grants what year they came to live in the United States, and it
seems likely that something like 13 million of the 30 or 31 million
living in the United States will indicate that they arrived in the
1990’s.

These numbers are truly extraordinary because they mean that
at least 1.3 million immigrants are now settling in the United
States each year. That is legal and illegal. The current numbers
mean that roughly 40 percent of the nearly 33 million increase in
the size of the U.S. population during the 1990’s is directly attrib-
utable to the arrival of new immigrants. We know this simply by
dividing the 13 million, the number of new immigrants, by total
population growth. It is really very simple.

In addition to their arrival in the United States, immigrants also
cause population growth by having children, just like any other
people. During the 1990’s, it is likely that immigrant women gave
birth to an estimated 6.9 million children. So if we add together the
number of births and the number of new arrivals, then the total
impact on population growth is around 20 to 21 million of the total
33 million, or roughly two thirds of population growth in the
United States is new immigrants and births to immigrant women.

We also know that in the future the Census Bureau tells that im-
migration will add something like 76 million people to the U.S.
population between now and 2050. Now, these individuals are peo-
ple who have not yet arrived. It is their arrival, and then the chil-
dren, that they will have, that will grow the U.S. population by
roughly 80 million people over the next 50 years.

The Census Bureau projection tells us that the impact, of course,
is enormous; and if we carry this out into the 21st century, immi-
gration is likely to add something like 200 million people to the
U.S. population over the next 100 years.

Now, there are a lot of effects. We could debate the costs and
benefits, but in general it should be the case that most people
would agree that births to immigrants and the arrival of new im-
migrants is roughly two thirds of U.S. population growth. Now, if
we grow our population and continue to do so at this rate, it prob-
ably has significant consequences for some quality-of-life issues
such as sprawl and congestion. You can’t add 80 million people to
the population without having to develop a whole lot more land
that is currently not developed.

It also has enormous impact on the size of school-aged popu-
lation. Roughly 90 percent of the increase in the number of chil-
dren in public schools in the United States over the last 20 years
is a direct result of post-1970 immigration.

Population growth may also have some implications for the size
and scope of government, in that the more people come in contact
with each other. As the population grows, it may require govern-
ment to step in and regulate behavior. It is no accident that cities
have many more regulations than rural areas, precisely for this
reason.

One final point I would like to touch on is can immigration solve
the Social Security funding program? The answer appears to be no.
The Census Bureau’s population projections state that immigration
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1 We know this because the Census Bureau has already reweighted the March 2000 Current
Population Survey to reflect the results of the 2000 Census and found a total foreign- born popu-
lation of 30.1 million. To this figure one needs to add the 600,000 immigrants living in what
the Census Bureau refers to as group quarters, such as prisons and nursing homes. Most of
these individuals are not included the CPS because the survey is designed primarily to capture
persons in the work force. In 1990 there were 489,000 immigrants living in group quarters, and
that number has increased by at least 100,000 over the last 10 years.

is a highly inefficient means for increasing the proportion of popu-
lation who are workers in the long run. According to their esti-
mates, 60 percent of the population will be of working age in 2050
if immigration continues at this level, 58 percent will be of working
age if there’s no immigration. I can explain. We can talk about why
that is, why it doesn’t have a big impact, but my time is out.

I guess my final point would be that we at least have to under-
stand that we are making choices that will impact our children and
their children for the decades and centuries to come, and is a
choice that cannot be undone.

Mr. GEKAS. We thank you, Dr. Camarota.
[The prepared statement of Dr. Camarota follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF STEVEN A. CAMAROTA

Mr. Chairman and members of the subcommittee: Thank you for offering me the
opportunity to testify at this hearing on immigration’s impact on population growth
in the United States. My name is Steven Camarota and I am Director of Research
at the Center for Immigration Studies, a non-profit, non-partisan research organiza-
tion in Washington that examines and critiques the impact of immigration on the
United States. Among its many activities, the Center is a subcontractor to the U.S.
Bureau of the Census on an evaluation of the foreign-born data in the Bureau’ new
American Community Survey.

When the results of the 2000 Census were released in January of this year, many
people at the Census Bureau and elsewhere were surprised to learn that the U.S.
population grew by 32.7 million people, the largest single-decade population increase
in U.S. history. In fact, since 1980, the United States has added 55 million people
to its population—the equivalent of the entire population of France. The United
States is virtually the only advanced industrialized countries in its rate of popu-
lation increase. What accounts for this extraordinary increase in population size?
The facts are not really in dispute.

Analysis of the latest data indicates that immigration policy has become the de-
terminant factor in U.S. population growth over the last decade. More importantly,
without a change in current policy, immigration will continue to drive U.S. popu-
lation growth throughout the 21st century. I say ‘‘immigration policy’’ rather than
just ‘‘immigration’’ because in the discussion that follows it is important to keep in
mind that the level of immigration and thus its impact on population growth over
the last decade and in the future, reflects policies and choices made by the federal
government concerning who may be allowed into the country legally and the level
of resources devoted to controlling illegal immigration.

IMMIGRATION’S IMPACT ON POPULATION GROWTH IN THE 1990S

While there are different ways of thinking about immigration’s impact on U.S.
population growth, the demographic facts are clear. Looking at immigration’s impact
in the 1990s is a useful starting point because it provides a great deal of insight
into the effect of immigration on population growth not only in the immediate past
but also in the immediate future. When the full results of the 2000 Census are in,
they will almost certainly show a total foreign-born population of between 30 and
31 million. This figure includes both legal and illegal immigrants.1 The Census will
also likely show that of the 30-plus million immigrants living in the United States
in 2000, between 13 and14 million arrived in the just 1990s. These numbers are ex-
traordinary because they mean that at least 1.3 million immigrants are settling in
the United States each year. To put this into historical perspective, during the last
great wave of immigration 100 years ago, which itself was a break with the past,
about 850,000 people entered the country each year between 1900 and 1910. There
can be no doubt that we are in the midst of another great wave of immigration.
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2 These figures are for birth to all foreign-born women, including those who arrived prior to
1990. In the past I have estimated that there were 6.4 million births to immigrant women in
the 1990s. This estimate was of children born in the United States to immigrant women during
the 1990s and who were still living in the United States at the time of the 2000 Census. I have
adjusted upward my previous estimate of 6.4 million based on the results of the reweighted Cur-
rent Population Survey.

3 See Methodology and Assumptions for the Population Projections of the United States: 1999
to 2100 Population Division. U.S. Bureau of the Census. Working Paper No. 38. Frederick W.
Hollmann, Tammany J. Mulder, and Jeffrey E. Kallan. Table E (page 28) shows the various mi-
gration assumptions used in the Census Bureau’s population projections. Table F (page 29) re-
ports the results of these assumptions.

4 Methodology and Assumptions for the Population Projections of the United States: 1999 to
2100 Population Division. U.S. Bureau of the Census. Working Paper No. 38. Frederick W.
Hollmann, Tammany J. Mulder, and Jeffrey E. Kallan. Table E page 29.

The current numbers mean that about 40 percent of the nearly 33 million in-
crease in the size of the U.S. population during the 1990s is directly attributable
to the arrival of new immigrants. We know this simply by dividing 13 million (the
number of new immigrants) by the total increase in the size of the U.S. population
(32.7 million). If the figure is 14 million, the immigration impact is 43 percent. This
is just simple division. In addition to their arrival in the United States, immigrants
also cause population growth because, like all people, immigrants have children.
During the 1990s, immigrant women gave birth to an estimated 6.9 million chil-
dren.2 If we add together the number of births to immigrants and the number of
new arrivals, then immigration during the 1990s is equal to 20 or 21 million or a
little less than two-thirds of the nearly 33 million increase in the size of the U.S.
population over the last 10 years. In a very real sense, immigration has become the
determinant factor in U.S. population growth.

THE IMPACT OF IMMIGRATION ON POPULATION GROWTH IN THE FUTURE

We not only have a good idea of immigration’s impact on population growth in
the 1990s, we can also estimate its likely impact in the future. The most recent Cen-
sus Bureau projections provide insight into the likely effect of immigration on popu-
lation growth throughout this century. According to the Census Bureau’s middle-
range projections, if current trends continue, the U.S. population will grow to 404
million by 2050. If there were no immigration, these same projections indicate that
the U.S. population would be 328 million (76 million fewer) in 2050. This means
that immigration will account for about 63 percent of U.S. population growth over
the next 50 years. Put another way, immigrants who have not yet arrived, but who
will come to this country between now and 2050, will add the equivalent of the com-
bined current populations of California, Texas, and New York State, to the United
States over the next 50 years. Of course, if high immigration is allowed to continue,
then its impact on population growth will also continue, and the middle-range Cen-
sus Bureau projections show the United States will reach a total population 571 mil-
lion by 2100.3 Again, these are the Census Bureau’s middle-range projections—that
is, they are the most likely. While the Census Bureau does not have a crystal ball,
these projections do tell us a couple of things. First, the impact of immigration is
enormous, adding perhaps 200 million people to the American population by 2100.
Second, even without immigration there will still be significant population growth
because we have created what is called ‘‘population momentum’’ by allowing in so
many people over the last three decades. Thus we will have a good deal of it even
without future immigration.

It is important to realize that the above projections are now widely acknowledged
as having been too low because they are based on the results of the 1990 Census.
If one projects forward from the 2000 Census, then the size of the U.S. population
in 2050 and 2100 will necessarily be much larger because the projection would be
based on a much larger starting point. Moreover, the latest Census Bureau projec-
tions are also too low because they assumed a level of immigration that we now
know is too low. The Census Bureau had previously assumed that legal and illegal
immigration would average 1.1 or 1.2 million people annually for much of this cen-
tury.4 We now know that this is almost certainly incorrect. Current immigration is
already 1.3 million people annually, and without a change in policy it will almost
certainly increase in the coming decades. It now seems clear that the Census Bu-
reau has also over estimated the number of immigrants who leave the country each
year. Analysis of the year-of-entry question from the Current Population Survey,
taken each month by the Census Bureau, shows that relatively few people are leav-
ing the country. There is little doubt that if current trends continue, immigration
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5Out Smarting Smart Growth: Immigration, Population Growth and Suburban Sprawl. Roy
Beck, Leon Kolankiewicz and Steven A. Camarota. Center for Immigration Studies. Washington
DC. Forthcoming.

6 See A Back to School Special Report On The Baby Boom Echo. www.ed.gov/pubs/bbecho00.

will add to the country by 2050 many more people than the 76 million indicated
by the last Census Bureau population projections.

WHAT ARE THE EFFECTS OF POPULATION GROWTH?

While there should be no real debate about the overall impact of immigration on
population growth, there is, and should be, a debate over whether this kind of in-
crease in population is desirable for the country. Below I examine some of the con-
sequences that would seem to be unavoidable if the population continues to grow
dramatically. There are clearly benefits from population growth: many advocates of
high immigration, for example point, to the increase in equity for owners of real es-
tate and greater opportunities and choices it should create for businesses and con-
sumers. Nonetheless, there are clearly real costs as well:

Sprawl and Congestion. If we accept the admittedly low projections discussed
above, which indicate immigration will add 76 million people to the population over
the next 50 years, it means that we will have to build something like 30 million
more housing units than would otherwise have been necessary, assuming the cur-
rent average household size. This must have some implications for worsening the
problems of sprawl, congestion, and loss of open spaces, even if one makes optimistic
assumptions about successful urban planning and ‘‘smart growth.’’ A nation simply
cannot add nearly 80 million people to the population and not have to develop a
great deal of undeveloped land.

Can we quantify the role that population growth plays in causing land to become
built up, which is a basic definition of sprawl? It turns out that we can. At its sim-
plest level, there are only two possible reasons for an increase in developed land.
Either each person is taking up more land, there are more people, or some combina-
tion of the two. It’s the same with any natural resource. For example, if one wants
to know why the United States consumes more oil annually now than it did 20 years
ago, it is either because there are more Americans or because each of us is using
more oil, or some combination of the two. In the case of sprawl, the natural resource
being consumed is land.

If one compares the increase in developed land in the nation’s 100 largest urban-
ized areas between 1970 and 1990, it turns out that the causes of sprawl are split
right down the middle between population growth and increases in per-person land
consumption. Of course, this is not true in every city, but overall, population growth
and increases in per-person land consumption contributed to sprawl in equal propor-
tions.5 While we cannot say with absolute certainty that population growth will con-
tinue to cause more and more land to be developed, both past experience and com-
mon sense strongly suggest that population growth of this kind has important impli-
cations for the preservation of farm land, open space, and the overall quality of life
in many areas of the country.

Size of the School-Age Population. In the last few years, a good deal of attention
has been focused on the dramatic increases in enrollment experienced by many
school districts across the country. The Department of Education recently reported
that the number of children in public schools has grown by nearly 8 million in the
last two decades.6 All observers agree that this growth has strained the resources
of many school districts. Increased funding for education at the state, local, and fed-
eral levels has barely been able to keep pace with new construction and to prevent
class size from growing. While it has been suggested that this increase is the result
of the children of baby boomers reaching school age (the so called ‘‘baby boom echo’’),
it is clear from the Current Population Survey (CPS) that immigration policy ex-
plains the growth in the number of children in public schools.

We know that immigration accounts for the dramatic increase in school enroll-
ment because the CPS not only asks all respondents their age and if they are immi-
grants, it also asks when they came to live in the United States. In addition, the
CPS asks all persons if their parents were immigrants. With this data, it is a very
simple matter to estimate the impact of recent immigration on public schools. In
2000, there were about 8 million school-age children (ages 5 to 17) of immigrants
who had arrived since 1970. This is equal to all of the growth in the school-age pop-
ulation over in the last 20 years. Thus, immigration accounts for virtually all of the
national increase in the school-age population over the last few decades, not the
baby boom echo. The children of immigrants account for such a large percentage of
the school-age population because a higher proportion of immigrant women are in
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7 Methodology and Assumptions for the Population Projections of the United States: 1999 to
2100 Population Division. U.S. Bureau of the Census. Working Paper No. 38. Frederick W.
Hollmann, Tammany J. Mulder, and Jeffrey E. Kallan. Pages 20–21.

their childbearing years and because immigrants tend to have more children than
natives. More importantly, without a change in immigration policy, the number of
children in our already overtaxed schools will continue to grow. The absorption ca-
pacity of American public education is clearly an important issue that needs to be
taken into account when formulating a sensible immigration policy. Failure to con-
sider this capacity may have very real consequences for public education in the
United States.

Size and Scope of Government. As the population grows, the role of government,
by necessity, has to grow with it. It is no accident that cities have many more regu-
lations on everything from parking to trash collection than do rural areas. In
sparsely populated states like Wyoming, the state legislature meets in regular ses-
sion only every other year, while California’s is the most active in the country. As
population size and density grow and people come into greater contact and conflict
with one another, the need for government to regulate social interactions almost al-
ways increases. By increasing the size of the U.S. population, immigration policy
may unavoidably require more and more regulations on the daily lives of Americans.

Dealing with Global Warming. President Bush recently indicated that, although
the United States will not ratify the Kyoto treaty on global warming, he does recog-
nize that global warming caused by the burning of fossil fuels is a genuine problem.
Whatever we decide to do about this issue, the size of our population will matter
a great deal. Because any international agreement we sign to reduce emissions of
greenhouse gases will limit total U.S. emissions, not per-person emissions, a larger
population will require each individual to cut back more in order to keep total out-
put at some agreed-upon level. Consider the following: If the United States were to
try to limit its emission of greenhouse gases to 1.6 billion metric tons annually, the
1990 level, then the average American can produce no more then 5.2 tons of green-
house gases if our population is 308 million in 2025, as it would be if there was
no immigration. However, if the U.S. population grows to 338 million in 2025, as
it is projected to do if current immigration trends continue, then per-person emis-
sions will have to be cut back to 4.7 tons per year. Thus in the next two decades,
because of population growth, each American will have to cut back 10 percent more
on his production of greenhouse gases than would otherwise have been necessary
just to keep the country at the same level. It is simple mathematics. In fact, we
could easily face a situation in which each individual could cut back significantly
on his or her consumption of fossil fuels and yet total consumption would actually
rise because the increase in population is more than the decrease in per-persons
emissions.

Not only does this situation have important implications for the standard of living
in the United States, it may also adversely affect the competitiveness of U.S. indus-
try. Our primary economic competitors, such as Japan and Germany, do not have
to deal with rapid population growth as they seek to cut their emissions of green-
house gases. It is also worth noting that because most immigrants come from devel-
oping countries, immigration has the effect of transferring population from the less-
polluting parts of the world to the more-polluting parts of the world. Thus even if
the highest priority is placed on reducing the emission of greenhouse gases world-
wide, immigration is still counterproductive. Dramatic increases in population make
dealing with environmental problems more difficult. It would seem there is simply
no way around this problem.

Can Immigration Solve the Social Security Funding Problem? Many advocates of
high immigration argue that it can help our nation deal with the problems created
by an aging society, including the need to provide funding for the large number of
Social Security recipients who are expected when the baby boomers begin to retire.
The Census Bureau’s latest population projections specifically address this question
and state that immigration is a ‘‘highly inefficient’’ means for increasing the propor-
tion of the population who are workers in the long run. According to the report, if
immigration remains high, 60 percent of the population will be of working-age in
2050, compared to 58 percent if there is no immigration.7 Why does immigration
have so little impact on the share of the population who are workers? There are
three reasons: First, the average immigrant arrives in his late 20s and is actually
not that much younger than the average native. Second, the immigrants who enter
today will eventually age and add to the size of the elderly population in the future.
And it is the future when Society Security faces its funding crisis, not today. If we
really wanted immigration to help with the problem then you would need to have
little or no immigration right now, wait 15 or so years and then begin allowing in
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young immigrants. The third reason immigration cannot fundamentally change the
ratio of workers to non-workers is because the higher fertility of immigrants means
that they significantly increase the number of children in the population, who like
the elderly must be supported by others. The simple fact is we must look elsewhere
to solve the challenges created by our aging society.

CONCLUSION

The impact of immigration on population growth is not in dispute. The entrance
of 1.3 million legal and illegal immigrants annually cannot help but to grow the na-
tion’s population. Rather than debating the exact size of the impact of immigration
on population growth, we need a rational debate over whether we want federal im-
migration policy to grow the U.S. population by tens of millions of people over the
next few decades. It is a choice we are making not only for ourselves but for our
children and their children. And it is a choice that cannot be undone.

Mr. GEKAS. And we turn to our final witness, Mr. Elder, Dr.
Elder.

STATEMENT OF WILLIAM G. ELDER, CHAIRMAN, SIERRANS
FOR U.S. POPULATION STABILIZATION

Mr. ELDER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for the opportunity to tes-
tify today. My name is Bill Elder. I am chairperson of a network
of Sierra Club members that has been commonly referred to as
Sierrans for U.S. Population Stabilization, or SUSPS. Based on
past election results, we represent the views of 40 percent of the
nearly 700,000 members of the Sierra club. I am testifying on be-
half of this network of members, not in my capacity as the popu-
lation issue coordinator of the Cascade Chapter, nor am I otherwise
representing the Club itself.

The subject of this hearing is the relationship between immigra-
tion and our U.S. population boom. Boom is right. Our 1990’s
growth of 33 million exceeds that of any other census decade in our
Nation’S history. Thirty-three million is equivalent to adding a
State the size of California, including all of its houses, apartments,
factories, office buildings, shopping centers, schools, streets, free-
ways and automobiles; its consumption of power, water, food and
consumer goods; and its environmental waste stream of refuse, air
and water pollution, to an already crowded and stressed U.S. envi-
ronment.

Doing this once would be bad enough, but until Congress enacts
corrective legislation, this California-size shoe-horning will occur
over and over, decade after decade after decade. Of course, some
economic interests with a short-term outlook welcome population
growth. Environmentalists do not, because we understand its true
environmental quality-of-life and economic costs.

We have already lost 95 percent of our old-growth forests and 50
percent of our wetlands. We have grown well beyond the energy
supply within our border. Water supplies are declining. My home
State of Washington, along with a number of others, has been
growing at about 20 percent in population per decade, just like
Bangladesh. We are fighting to save the last of our wild salmon
runs from growth-related sprawl, dams and deforestation; a task
made all the harder as State and local governments unsuccessfully
struggle with the growth-caused traffic gridlock and a $40 billion
infrastructure deficit for which there is no funding plan.

The direct relationship between population growth and loss of
natural resources has been a mantra of the environmental move-
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ment for years. It is expressed by the formula: impact equals popu-
lation times affluence times technology.

Accordingly, the Sierra Club has called for stabilizing U.S. popu-
lation for over 30 years, and in 1999 the Club began favoring
quote, eventual decline in U.S. population, since it has already
reached levels that are not environmentally sustainable, end quote.

Population growth and immigration. It has been a tough issue for
environmentalists to deal with. We value children, we value all
people of the world and immigration. We have a hard time recon-
ciling these values with the knowledge that too much of a good
thing is harmful. Some organizations like the Sierra Club have
adopted a position of neutrality on U.S. immigration policies, but
at least 60 percent of the U.S. population growth in the nineties,
20 million, was from immigration and children born to immigrants.

Given the crucial role of immigration in the current population
boom, we and 42 other environmental leaders listed in our written
testimony realize that it must be addressed directly if we are to
stabilize our numbers in the foreseeable future. For almost 200
years, 1776 to 1965, immigration averaged about 2 million per dec-
ade. If we had simply continued at that rate, we would now be in
equilibrium with the approximately 2 million people who emigrate
from the U.S. per decade. But Congress enacted legislation in 1965
and subsequent years that has more than quadrupled the rate of
immigration. Intentionally or not, Congress created the current
population boom. It replaced the baby boom with an immigration
boom.

The progress of the American people toward a stable and sus-
tainable population and the sacrifices made in voluntarily adopting
replacement level reproduction, an average of two births per
woman, have been undone by our government.

Respected environmental organizations recognize that continued
growth in U.S. population and our consumption is decimating the
natural resources that this and future generations need to live
healthy and satisfying lives. Our network of Sierra Club members
urges Congress to enact a comprehensive population policy for the
United States that includes an end to U.S. population growth at
the earliest possible time through a reduction in natural increase
and net immigration.

Thank you very much, and I will be happy to respond to ques-
tions.

[The prepared statement of Dr. Elder follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF WILLIAM G. ELDER

INTRODUCTION.

My name is Bill (William G.) Elder. I am chairperson of a network of Sierra Club
members that has been commonly referred to as Sierrans for U.S. Population Sta-
bilization or SUSPS. Based on past election results, we represent the views of more
than 40% of the nearly 700,000 members of the Sierra Club.

I am testifying on behalf of this network of club members. I am not representing
the Sierra Club or speaking in my capacity as Population Issue Coordinator of the
club’s Cascade Chapter.

We thank the Subcommittee for this opportunity to share our views with you
—and would like to summarize them briefly before going into more detail.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY.

The invitation we received indicated the purpose of this hearing is ‘‘. . .to exam-
ine the relationship between immigration and the population boom that the U.S. is
experiencing.’’ The use of the term ‘‘population boom’’ is absolutely correct. Our
1990–2000 growth of 32.7 million exceeds that of any other census decade in our
nation’s history—including the 1960–70 peak of the ‘‘baby boom’’ (28.4 million) and
the mass immigration period of 1900–10 (16.3 million).

While some economic interests welcome the short-term profits of population
booms, we do not. Looking ahead, we see long-term environmental and economic dis-
aster for our country. We’ve already lost 95% of the old growth forests and 50% of
the wetlands of this nation. We have grown well beyond the energy supply within
our borders. Water supplies are declining.

Whether the issue is sprawl, endangered species, wetlands, clean air and water,
forest or wilderness preservation—the environmental (and quality of life) impact of
adding 33 million people per decade is extremely harmful. It is the equivalent of
shoehorning another state the size of California—including all its homes, office
buildings, shopping centers, schools and churches, freeways, power, water and food
consumption, and waste products—to an already crowded and stressed U.S. environ-
ment. And not just doing it once, but then over and over, decade after decade after
decade.

The role of immigration in this population boom is crucial. At least 60% of our
population growth in the 90’s (20 million) was from immigration and children born
to immigrants. Some put the figure higher, at 70%. With no change in immigration
legislation, this growth will continue unabated and constitute the sole cause of pop-
ulation growth in the U.S. as the momentum and ‘echoes’ of the baby boom fades
away. The Census Bureau projects that unless current trends are changed, U.S.
population will double within the lifetime of today’s children.

The American people did their part to solve the environmental problems pre-
sented by the baby boom. We voluntarily adopted replacement level reproduction
averaging two births per woman (although this is still high compared to 1.4 in other
developed nations). We have also made some ‘gains’—albeit very limited—in reduc-
ing consumption per capita in areas such as electric power and use of lower pol-
luting technologies.

But Congress, intentionally or not, has completely undone this sacrifice of the
American people and our progress towards a stable and sustainable population by
creating an ‘immigration boom.’ Immigration that averaged about two million per
decade over the history of our nation has been expanded four fold by various acts
of Congress beginning in 1965. (Since about two million people now leave the U.S.
per decade, immigration of this traditional level would represent replacement level
immigration.)

This new population boom must be addressed, not only for the sake of the quality
of environment and life we pass to future generations of Americans, but also to be
responsible to the citizens of the rest of the world who should not have to bear the
burden of ever increasing resource consumption of our country.

We urge Congress to enact a comprehensive population policy for the United
States that includes an end to U.S. population growth at the earliest possible time
through reduction in natural increase (births minus deaths) and net immigration
(immigration minus emigration).

BACKGROUND: WHY CONSERVATIONISTS/ENVIRONMENTALISTS ARE CONCERNED ABOUT
POPULATION.

The environmental movement has been guided by the following fundamental for-
mula for years. Environmental damage or loss of a natural resource equals:

• increase in population
• multiplied by consumption per capita
• multiplied by waste/harmful effects per unit of production.

Taking electric power as an example—if U.S. population increases 13% (as it did
last decade), consumption per capita remains unchanged, and we have to add nat-
ural gas and coal fired power plants to accommodate the growth at say a 2% in-
crease in air pollution per megawatt produced—we will suffer a 15% increase in air
pollution. Put another way, to do no additional harm to air quality, all of our busi-
nesses and people would need to reduce their use of power by 15%. And then, do
so again and again if Congress allows population growth to continue unabated in
future decades.
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Of course, as environmentalists, we think people are entitled to cleaner air (water
that we can swim and fish in, etc.) not just the same quality we have now. We also
think that many Americans will make sacrifices to accomplish such goals. But we
do not think Americans will respond to the call to conserve—only to see the fruits
of their sacrifice eaten up by government sponsored population growth.

Taking a longer term view, the U.S. is the third most populated country in the
world. With our de facto ‘growth forever’ population policy we are headed in the
same direction as the first two—China and India. (The U.S. could hit a billion per-
sons within about 100 years according to some Census Bureau scenarios.) We see
the environmental damage these countries have experienced with only a fraction of
the consumption per capita of the U.S. and find this vision of America very sobering.

THE SIERRA CLUB ITSELF RECOGNIZES THE NEED TO STABILIZE U.S. POPULATION
BECAUSE THE U.S. POPULATION IS NOT ENVIRONMENTALLY SUSTAINABLE.

The Sierra Club has been calling for stabilizing U.S. population for over 30 years.
In 1999, the club’s board of directors went even further by calling for reduction in
U.S. population stating: ‘‘The Board clarified that Sierra Club favors an eventual
decline in U.S. population, since the population has already reached levels that are
not environmentally sustainable.’’

(see www.sierraclub.org/policy/conservation/population.asp
and www.sierraclub.org/population/faq.asp)

A 1989 report published by the club’s Population Committee summarized the
club’s traditional position on the environmental damage caused by U.S. population
growth and also identified the need to address immigration:

‘‘The Sierra Club has long supported the idea that an end to population
growth in the U.S. and each country around the world is essential to environ-
mental protection. In particular, Club policy calls for ‘‘development by the fed-
eral government of a population policy for the United States’’ and for the U.S.
‘‘to end (its) population growth as soon as feasible.’’

The U.S. population continues to increase by about two and a half million
people a year, the result of an excess of births plus in- migrants over deaths
plus out- migrants. While population growth rates in less-developed countries
are larger, America’s numbers and growth have a disproportionate impact on
the environment, on natural resources, on global warming, on air and water pol-
lution.

Since 1981 the Club has supported and testified in favor of bills in the House
and Senate that would declare population stabilization to be the goal of the
country, and that would call for the preparation of an explicit population policy
that leads to the achievement of population stabilization. The motto, ‘‘Stop At
Two,’’ (children) was easily achieved in the 1970s, as average family size in the
U.S. dropped below 2 children per woman. Yet this proved insufficient to
achieve stabilization due to substantial immigration. The Club never clarified
its policy to indicate what specific family size and immigration levels would
achieve this goal. This lack of clarity placed the Club in an awkward position,
calling for a policy but unable to explain what that policy should be!

The Club’s Population Committee began discussing this issue at its April
1988 meeting, taking advantage of the then-newly-released set of Census Bu-
reau population projections that, for the first time, examined the effect of alter-
native combinations of both fertility and migration. The result of the commit-
tee’s discussions was an interpretation of Club policy to cover immigration, the
first time the Club has dealt with this issue in a quantitative way: Immigration
to the U.S. should be no greater than that which will permit achievement of
population stabilization in the U.S. This interpretation was confirmed by the
Club’s Conservation Coordinating Committee this past July [1988].’’

SIERRANS FOR U.S. POPULATION STABILIZATION URGES CONGRESS TO REDUCE OVERALL
IMMIGRATION NUMBERS AS NEEDED TO STABILIZE OUR POPULATION AS SOON AS POS-
SIBLE.

A large number of Sierra Club members feel very strongly that to be environ-
mentally responsible, we must address immigration levels because there is no hope
of stabilizing our population at anything approaching a sustainable level without
doing so. We have continued in our efforts as individuals despite the neutrality pol-
icy on immigration adopted by the Sierra Club Board of Directors in 1996: (‘‘The
Sierra Club, its entities, and those speaking in its name will take no position on
immigration levels or on policies governing immigration into the United States.’’)
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We (SUSPS) recognize that although different reasons may be given to INS, most
people move to the U.S. for economic opportunity and the American style of life and
consumption. So there will be immigration pressure unless all countries ‘achieve’ the
same level of consumption as the U.S. (which would require two and a half earth’s
worth of resources according to some) or U.S. consumption decreases to those of de-
veloping countries. Neither alternative is realistic in the foreseeable future.

As the National Academy of Sciences stated in July 1997:
‘‘As long as there is a virtually unlimited supply of potential immigrants, the na-
tion must make choices on how many to admit.’’

MANY OTHER ENVIRONMENTALISTS SUPPORT THE SUSPS POSITION OF BALANCING BOTH
REPRODUCTION AND IMMIGRATION TO REACH A STABLE AND SUSTAINABLE POPU-
LATION LEVEL IN THE U.S.

The following individuals endorsed our position that a comprehensive population
policy for the United States needs to be adopted that includes an end to U.S. popu-
lation growth at the earliest possible time through reduction in natural increase
(births minus deaths) and net immigration (immigration minus emigration).

• Al Bartlett, Professor Emeritus of Physics, University of Colorado, Boulder
• Anthony Beilenson, U.S. Congressman 1977-1996; 100% from League of Con-

servation Voters; Congressional leader for international family planning
• John R. Bermingham, ZPG Board member, President Colorado Population Co-

alition
• Nicholaas Bloembergen, Nobel Laureate, Harvard University
• Lester Brown, co-founder and President Worldwatch Institute; co-author State

of the World series
• William R. Catton, Jr., Professor Emeritus, Washington State University, au-

thor Overshoot - The Ecological Basis of Revolutionary Change
• Maria Hsia Chang, Associate Professor of Political Science, University of Ne-

vada, Reno
• Benny Chien, Past President, Californians for Population Stabilization; U.C.

San Diego School of Medicine
• Herman Daly, co-founder International Society for Ecological Economics; co-

author For the Common Good
• Elaine del Castillo, founder, Save Our Earth
• Brock Evans, Executive Director, Endangered Species Coalition; former Sierra

Club Associate Executive Director; former Vice-President Audubon Society;
former Sierra Club director; John Muir Award; (read his statement)

• Dave Foreman, co-founder Earth First!; former National Sierra Club Director
(read his statement)

• Lindsey Grant, author, Juggernaut; former Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State for Environment and Population Affairs

• Dorothy Green, founding President, Heal the Bay; President Los Angeles and
San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council

• Marilyn Hempel, Executive Director, Population Coalition
• Huey D. Johnson, former Secretary of Resources, State of California; Presi-

dent, Resource Renewal Institute
• George Kennan, former US Ambassador to the Soviet Union; Presidential

Medal of Freedom; Professor Emeritus at the Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton

• Doug La Follette, Wisconsin Sec. of State; Board Member, Friends of the
Earth

• Martin Litton, former National Sierra Club Director; John Muir Award;
former senior editor Sunset magazine (read his statement There They Go
Again)

• Jan Lundberg, President of Fossil Fuels Policy Action
• Dan Luten, past President Friends of the Earth; author, Progress Against

Growth
• Tom McMahon, former Exec. Director Californians for Population Stabiliza-

tion
• Monique Miller, Executive Director, Wild Earth magazine
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• Frank Morris, Sr., former Exec. Director, Congressional Black Caucus Foun-
dation

• Farley Mowat, author, Never Cry Wolf, A Whale for the Killing, Sea of
Slaughter

• Norman Myers Senior Advisor, United Nations Population Fund; Senior Fel-
low, World Wildlife Fund

• Gaylord Nelson, founder Earth Day; U.S. Senator 1963-81; sponsor, Wilder-
ness Act; Presidential Medal of Freedom

• Tim Palmer, river conservationist; author, California’s Threatened Environ-
ment

• Dr. David Pimentel, Professor of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Cornell Univ.
• Marcia Pimentel, Senior Lecturer (ret.) Nutritional Science, Cornell Univ., au-

thor
• Charles Remington, co-founder Zero Population Growth; Professor of Forestry,

Environmental Science and Biology, Yale University
• John F. Rohe, author: A Bicentennial Malthusian Essay
• Galen Rowell, nature photographer and author, Mountain light, Bay Area

Wild, The Vertical World of Yosemite
• Claudine Schneider, U.S. Congress, 1980-90; champion of biodiversity, trop-

ical rainforests and endangered species
• Maria Sepulveda, Executive Director, Population-Environment Balance
• George Sessions, Professor of Philosophy, Sierra College; Author, Deep Ecol-

ogy and Deep Ecology for the 21st Century
• Beth Curry Thomas, Sierra Club National Population Committee; founder,

Planned Parenthood, Hilton Head, SC
• Stewart Udall, Secretary of the Interior 1961-69; Counselor Grand Canyon

Trust; author, The Quiet Crisis
• Casey Walker, Publisher, Wild Duck Review
• Paul Watson, co-founder Greenpeace; founder and President Sea Shepherd

Conservation Society
• Carole Wilmoth, Past President Audubon Council of Texas
• E.O. Wilson, Conservation Biologist, Harvard University; author, Diversity of

Life
Affiliations for identification purposes only

Among other environmental organizations, the Wilderness Society has exhibited
the foresight and responsibility of adopting a U.S. population policy that calls for
addressing immigration as part of achieving a stable population. As stated by the
chairman of President Clinton’s Population and Consumption Task Force: ’We be-
lieve that reducing current immigration levels is a necessary part of working toward
sustainability in the United States.’

MYTHS PROPAGATED BY OTHERS TO MISLEAD THE PUBLIC AND POLICY MAKERS ON THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN U.S. POPULATION AND THE ENVIRONMENT NEED TO BE REC-
OGNIZED AS SUCH.

One myth we hear often is that population is a global problem and we should only
address it globally. Of course overpopulation is a global problem. But it is also a
national problem in China, India, the U.S. and many other countries. We do live
in one world, but borders and governments are relevant. We make decisions as na-
tions, and will continue to do so. The U.S. government and people have a responsi-
bility to be willing to stabilize our population just as we need to look to the people
and governments of China, India, et al, to do the same.

A second common myth is that the number of immigrants doesn’t affect the U.S.
environment because they are poor, live in inner cities, and take the bus etc. So,
they don’t consume, participate in sprawl, or clog the roads and pollute the air like
everyone else.

This stereotyping of immigrants is inappropriate. Many people who move to the
U.S. are not poor. They live in the suburbs and consume at American levels just
like anyone else. Secondly, to the extent that some immigrants are lower income,
they and their children aspire to the American standard of living and consumption,
and generally achieve it in the second generation if not the first. In this respect
lower income immigrants have a similar affect to that of births. Babies don’t con-
sume a lot either—but by the time they are young adults they certainly do.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 13:24 Sep 28, 2001 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00037 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6621 G:\WORK\IMMIG\080201\74238.000 HJUD2 PsN: HJUD2



34

CONCLUSION.

Respected organizations such as the Sierra Club and Wilderness Society and
many environmental leaders recognize that continued growth in U.S. population and
our consumption is decimating the natural resources that we and future generations
need to live healthy and satisfying lives. Open space, forests, wetlands, water avail-
ability, air quality and endangered animal species are continually lost to satisfy the
demands of a burgeoning human population. As responsible citizens of the U.S. we
must act now on this issue that has such far reaching and serious consequences for
future generations as well as ourselves.

We urge Congress to enact a comprehensive population policy for the United
States that includes an end to U.S. population growth at the earliest possible time
through reduction in natural increase (births minus deaths) and net immigration
(immigration minus emigration).

ATTACHMENT: WHO/WHAT IS ‘SIERRANS FOR U.S. POPULATION STABILIZATION?’

Sierrans for U.S. Population Stabilization is a network of members of the Sierra
Club numbering in the thousands. We are guided by a steering committee consisting
of long-time Sierra Club members.

We are concerned about the natural world being left to future generations at
home and abroad. As with all priority Sierra Club programs the first responsibility
is to solve a U.S. problem, in this case that of U.S. population growth and consump-
tion in accordance with ‘‘think globally, act locally.’’ Although we are aware the U.S.
is part of a world community, we also recognize the Club’s relatively limited influ-
ence abroad.

We believe a comprehensive U.S. population policy must be a part of the Club’s
Global Population Program [for stabilizing world population]. We support a return
to 1970-1996 Sierra Club U.S. population policy which advocates zero population
growth, where births equal deaths and immigration equals emigration, or any rea-
sonable combination that will achieve US population stabilization as quickly as pos-
sible.

We reaffirm the 1970 Sierra Club policy ‘‘That we must find, encourage, and im-
plement at the earliest possible time the necessary policies, attitudes, social stand-
ards, and actions that will, by voluntary and humane means consistent with human
rights and individual conscience, bring about the stabilization of the population first
of the United States and then of the world.’’ (Sierra Club Board of Directors, 1970)

Our concern is with total numbers, not with any group or country of origin. We
argue for an end to U.S. growth in numbers and consumption simply based on envi-
ronmental limits. We advocate any reasonable combination of natural increase and
immigration that can achieve a sustainable U.S. population.

As conservationists and loyal members, we work within the Sierra Club advo-
cating that it must:

• Pro-actively inform, promote and lobby to support policies and programs to
end U.S. population growth.

• Explicitly recognize rapid U.S. population growth among the causes of sprawl.
• Fully support other organizations and programs focused on U.S. population

stabilization.
• Support reduction of consumption, especially in the U.S. and other high- con-

suming societies. Ending U.S. population growth in no way forecloses efforts
to reduce U.S. consumption. Both are necessary as stated by the President’s
Council on Sustainable Development (1996).

• Support incentives that encourage family planning in the U.S. and worldwide.
• Support elimination of pro-natalist financial incentives.

Please see our website at www.SUSPS.org for additional information.

Mr. GEKAS. Yes. We thank Dr. Elder and all the witnesses.
Let the record indicate that the gentleman from California, a

Member of the Committee, Congressman Issa, is present. Does the
gentleman have any opening remarks he wishes to make?

Mr. ISSA. No, Mr. Chairman.
Mr. GEKAS. In that event, the Chair will yield itself 5 minutes

for an opening round of questions for the panel. By the way, who—
which witness claims——

Mr. PASSEL. That is mine.
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Mr. GEKAS. That is yours? That is part of your written statement
as well?

Mr. PASSEL. Yes.
Mr. GEKAS. What I wanted to ask there, in conjunction with

something that Mr. Elder said, something that all of you men-
tioned, that the total figure of the 28 million that we are talking
about includes, does it not, legal immigrants? It is legal and illegal
immigrants, is it not?

Mr. PASSEL. That is right. This is based on—the 28 million figure
comes, I believe, from the March 2000 Current Population Survey.
That survey itself was adjusted to numbers that were below the
census level, and what I did in this chart is adjusted upwards to
make them agree with the census figures, and so that is why there
is 30 million.

Mr. GEKAS. Well, how do you compare these figures, any one of
you, with the quotas that have been established or the numbers
that have been established for legal immigration? How much over
that, in particular areas, do we find reflected in the 28 million fig-
ure?

Mr. PASSEL. That is in fact exactly how we arrived at the figure
there of 81⁄2 million undocumented, is compared it to the legal ad-
missions. So basically, the estimate is that there are around 20,
201⁄2, or 21 million people who were admitted legally to live perma-
nently in the United States; another million who are here tempo-
rarily; and about 81⁄2 million undocumented. If we look at annual
flows, the number is about 1.2, 1.3 million per year coming to the
United States. It appears that about maybe 800,000 of those are
legal and the rest are undocumented.

Mr. GEKAS. Yes. That is a very important statistic that I want
the Members of the Committee to take into consideration as we
move down the path of policy formation.

Dr. Long, there is something that has always been puzzling to
me. We consider, do we not, our Puerto Rican brethren as citizens
of the United States? So when you do a census, when the census
is conducted, do we categorize those who leave the island and come
to the United States as migrants? They are migrants technically—
or actually. But they are not immigrants, are they?

Mr. LONG. No, they are not immigrants. Of course, they are U.S.
citizens and their movement back and forth is like a movement
back and forth between any State in the U.S.

Mr. GEKAS. Right.
Mr. LONG. But the Census Bureau has a long tradition of count-

ing the population and the numbers that we have all been talking
about today are for the 50 States plus the District of Columbia.
And the movement back and forth between that, population, has to
be incorporated in our numbers. So when we talk about migration
to and from those 50 States plus D.C., it includes the movement,
the net movement to and from Puerto Rico. Of course, when we
talk about the foreign-born population, the Puerto Ricans would
not be in that number. They are native-born.

Mr. GEKAS. I think it was you, Dr. Passel, that said that the pe-
riod between 1870 and 1920 was unremarkable compared to the
current situation in that that was a 15 percent increase. But that
does not take into account, of course that there were more—there
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was more open space available, more viability in the choice of
urban or rural domiciling, et cetera; is that correct?

Mr. PASSEL. Well, it was a much smaller country then; that is
right. But the percentage of the population that was not native was
higher at that level at that time in a smaller country.

Mr. GEKAS. It seemed to me that you were using that to dem-
onstrate that we shouldn’t be so much concerned about the percent-
ages that apply to today’s statistics because back in that period,
there was even a larger or comparable percentage of immigration.
And the point that I want to ask you to elucidate on is—but the
times were different; they really were. And the spaces were dif-
ferent, were they not, with respect to our Nation’s topography and
geography?

Mr. PASSEL. Yes. I have not studied immigration from an envi-
ronmental perspective and it is not based on my research that I
can address that question. I just would note that immigration
doesn’t add people to the world’s population; it adds people to the
U.S. population. It is true.

Mr. GEKAS. I think Dr. Elder is going to pounce on us here.
Mr. ELDER. I would just like to comment. Back 100 years ago,

120 years ago, the resources of the United States seemed infinite.
It seemed like we could never make a dent in them. And popu-
lation, we could accommodate a larger population at that point.

And I would like to note our issue is with population, not either
immigration or reproduction per se. But now, in the year 2000, we
face a much different picture. We need wetlands in order to re-
charge our aquifers. Fifty percent of what existed 100 or more
years ago is gone. That is—it is no longer available to us. It has
been paved over. Similarly, with deforestation. So we are living in
a much different age, where each increment of additional popu-
lation places a much larger stress on the much smaller pool of re-
sources, including open space, that remain. Thank you.

Mr. GEKAS. The time of the Chair is—has now expired. We turn
to the gentleman, Mr. Issa, for any questions that he may wish to
pose.

Mr. ISSA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I apologize for being at
a conflicting event here this morning. I guess—I apologize to all of
you for not being able to hear your entire statements. I tried to get
familiar with them by reading them quickly.

I guess one of my questions—start with Mr. Elder—is if you are
only concerned about world population, isn’t it true that people who
immigrate here, their rate of birth actually slows after they get
here, so if you are talking about world population, the more people
you bring to America, bring up in income, the more likely you are
to have those particular individuals produce less offspring net?

Mr. ELDER. Well, that may be true. And we are concerned about
both worldwide population growth and growth in the United
States. The thing to remember is the formula: impact equals popu-
lation times affluence or consumption times technology. The prob-
lem is that the people who come to the United States start con-
suming at a much higher U.S. consumption level.

Mr. ISSA. That is true of Japan and a lot of other developed na-
tions. And I don’t know if we are going to solve that problem of our
willingness to keep this many lights on, even if there is no camera.
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I guess my second question would—sorry, but I am a Californian
and so we are very sensitive about electric consumption right now.
A hundred years ago, when my grandfather, or a little less than
a hundred years ago when my grandfather came here, wasn’t the
same debate going on? Isn’t it essentially the same debate of
whether immigrants add net or detract from the Nation as a whole
for those of you who have studied that?

Mr. PASSEL. In a lot of ways I would have to agree with that.
In fact, if you go back and look at some of the press coverage and
some of the written material, it is hard to tell in some cases wheth-
er it was written in the 1900’s or the 1990’s. Sometimes it is only
the style of the language that can differentiate it. So a lot of issues
seem to be the same, I would have to say. There are some dif-
ferences, but many, in many cases there is quite a congruence be-
tween them.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Elder, if I can return to you. Isn’t it true that we
have lost more wetlands in the undeveloped areas of the world?
And, if I understand, for the most part the ecosystem of the world
is not where you lose it; it is the fact that you lose it somewhere
on the Earth that makes the biggest impact.

Mr. ELDER. No, I disagree. I think we have a responsibility to be
good stewards of the resources of this country. We are not going
to import water from elsewhere. We need to take care of the envi-
ronment here, and pass along a sustainable environment to future
generations because they are going to need those resources here.

Mr. ISSA. I appreciate that. But when you said you weren’t anti-
immigration, that that wasn’t your issue, that your issue was world
population, here we are relatively sparsely populated by world
standards for inhabitable areas, and we happen to be fairly fortu-
nate. We have more inhabitable and less uninhabitable areas than
most countries of the world our size.

I am still trying to get back to the same point. What is our goal?
Is our goal, in fact, to legitimately try to look at India and China
and other countries who have a much worse population, look at
South and Central America and some of the destructions of the
world’s ecosystem and how fast it is evaporating; or is it simply to
say let’s justify that if more people move here, by definition, we
will have more people here, and thus be more crowded?

I am hearing two sides of this from you, and I have to tell you
that the credibility is on consistencies. Tell me why a net move-
ment here is really all that bad in a country that tends to urbanize,
that has retained open space at a higher level, and, in fact, to the
extent that we have closed up open space, as far as I can tell it
is not the immigrants. The immigrants who come to California go
to the big cities, other than the ag workers, and it is the pasty-
white third generation people who have a tendency—I am not quite
pasty white, but I am close. They are the ones that move to the
suburbs. They are the ones that my district has concreted over a
whole lot, but it hasn’t concreted over for the immigrants. It has
concreted over for the person whose affluency now says, geez, I
would like to have an acre of land, so build a highway to get me
out to the country.

Mr. ELDER. Sir, I think your characterization of who is moving
to the suburbs is not quite accurate. From my own experience—my
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wife is Asian American, her grandparents moved to this country as
agricultural workers. And the next generation, their offspring lived
in the suburbs, had long commutes to their jobs. I can vouch that
the third generation is consuming at the same level, whether it is
open space, or any other resource, living the American lifestyle that
everyone else is.

The thing is we are on a track now to become more and more
like China and India. We will not solve their problems by becoming
more like them. And I believe from figures I’ve seen, your State
density now is only about 20, 25 years behind that of China’s. So
I think we do have an issue that is here within our borders.

Mr. ISSA. I appreciate the opportunity. I appreciate, Mr. Chair-
man. I will close by saying that it does seem like you are concerned
about American immigration and growth, and not world population
from what I can tell. Thank you.

Mr. GEKAS. We thank the gentleman and we thank the wit-
nesses. We, by unanimous consent and without objection, will leave
the record open for opening statements or other statements that
the Members wish to enter into the record.

Mr. GEKAS. And until we meet again, we thank the panel for
their full discussion of important statistics and issues. This hearing
comes to a close.

[Whereupon, at 11:12 a.m., the Subcommittee was adjourned.]
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A P P E N D I X

STATEMENTS SUBMITTED FOR THE HEARING RECORD
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